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MISSION STATEMENT:
The Thomas Stanton Society 
is an organization for the 
descendants and family 
members of our colonial 
Connecticut ancestors 
Thomas Stanton and Anna 
Lord. The purpose of the 
organization is to bring 
together widely spread 
cousins into a social fabric 
for the enjoyment of family 
and local history, and for 
exchanging information in 
the pursuit of genealogy and 
family pedigrees.

____________________________

REquEST FOR 
NEwSLETTER 
SubMISSIONS

Share a history discovery, 
share a family story, 
introduce yourself, etc.
Send newsletter articles to 
Tom Mennillo at
tmennillo@yahoo.com

TSS Newsletter Editor -
Tom Mennillo

TSS Newsletter Publisher - 
barb Price, bucyrus, OH

REUNION RECAP 2016:
DID yOU hEAR? WE hAD A REUNION thIs sUmmER!
By Nancy Ryan

Our Reunion for 2016 was held July 26-30 
in both Hartford and Stonington and was 
attended by almost 100 cousins. 

We had a great time in Hartford on 
Wednesday visiting the Connecticut Historical 
Society Museum, where the staff was so 
gracious. We were given private tours of the 
museum and shown items in the archives of 
period pieces and a wonderful candlewick quilt 
made by Thankful Stanton. Staff members 
also pulled items from their research library for 
all to see and laid them all out on their tables. 

Most notable to me were the portraits of the 
Lord children, Mary and Elias. It was the 
first time I had seen a picture of one of our 
ancestors dating back that far and it was so 
fantastic to see what they looked like! Seeing 
the Lord children gave me an idea of what our 
Anna may have looked like. 

Dr. Walter Woodward, state historian and 
professor of history at the University of 
Connecticut, also spoke to us and enlightened 
us to the fact of just how important a role 
Thomas played in those early days as Indian 
Interpreter. He flat out bottom lined it: If 
Thomas had not been there to intercede 
between the English and Indians, all would 
have been lost in their new lives in New 

England. And he emphasized that if it had not 
been for Thomas, the United States of America 
probably would not be as it is today. It was 
a bold statement, but one that had all of us 
riveted upon his presentation. 

After we left the museum, we visited the First 
Church of Christ (aka Center Church) and 
the Ancient Burying Ground where founding 
members of Hartford are buried, including 
the Lord family. Ruth Shapleigh-Brown was 
a fantastic host! The Ancient Burying Ground 
is the oldest historical site in Hartford and the 
only one surviving from the 1600s. 

2016 Reunion attendees strike their traditional pose on the Homestead lawn

Continued on page 2

Candlewick quilt made by Thankful Stanton
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We also had historical maps that 
identified the locations of the Lord and 
Stanton original home sites. It was neat 
to physically be in the same place as our 
ancestors! The Holiday Inn served to be a 
great location, and we cousins were able 
to visit with each other during breakfast 
and dinner.

The next morning, Thursday, many 
of us took the opportunity to visit the 
Mark Twain Home and the Wadsworth 
Atheneum. Founded in 1842, Wadsworth 
is the oldest public art museum in the 
country. 

Then we drove south to Stonington 
and met at the Breakwater Seafood 
Restaurant on the water. We had a blast 
on the dock at sunset making new friends 
with our cuzin’s!

Friday morning, we met at the Road 
Church to set up presentations, tables 
and chairs under the BIG tent and our 
check-in tables to prepare our welcome 
station for the formal Reunion opening. 
Many thanks to Steve Hill, Rick Stanton, 
Mark Fletcher, Rene Cadieux and many 
others who pitched in!

Donna Amentt handled check-in along 
with Carol Costello, who prepared our 
nametags and cousins who handed out 
t-shirts. Louise Hawley, our Reunion 
photographer, was busy taking everyone’s 
picture and continued to do so throughout 
our entire Reunion.

 

We kicked off the 
afternoon with a 
yummy lasagna 
dinner catered 
by McQuades 
and an ice 
breaker activity 
put together by 
Sharon Morgan. 
Our formal 
welcome in the 
Road Church 
after dinner 
identified cousins 
— Paul Stanton, 
Meg Sawyer, and 
Pat Taylor — who 
are related to four 
of Thomas and 
Anna’s children, 
Robert, Samuel, Hannah, and Thomas. 

Dean Dechert from Temecula, California, 
was the cousin who traveled the farthest. 
We asked everyone to stand as their 
sibling was called out, so they could 
see each other and visit with each other 
later. (See Sibling List.) Another idea 
that proved interesting was a list of 
occupations. (See Occupations List.)

After our welcome, presentations were 
given by cousins Mark Fletcher, titled 
“Edgar William Stanton and Iowa State 
University”; by Lynn Alexander, titled 
“Wolverton Manor House: Is this where 
the family lived in Wolverton?”; and by 
Robert Stanton, titled “Trapped in Time.”

Saturday morning we continued 
presentations by Carol Dorsey, titled 
“A 1920s Sampler”; by Brian Bonner, 
titled “Genealogy Research and Data”; 
by Louise Hawley, titled “British History: 
Hervy de Staunton’; by Betty Speicher, 
titled “Thomas Lord’s Medical License 
in the New England Colonies”; and by 
Robert Stanton, titled “Sarah Kimbal 
Stanton.” 

We were also honored with special guest 
speaker Stephanie Fielding from the 
Mohegan Tribe. Stephanie has been 
rebuilding the Mohegan language and 
shared a prayer in Mohegan for us. The 
prayer, from the Bahá’í Faith, reads 
Iwásh: Manto tápáyaw wámi cáqansh 
wáwápi wámi cáqansh, qa mucáq ayômi 
kisuquk asu áhkik wipi Manto tápáyat.

Wáyômwáti isuw wahakák Wáhtôwin, 
Kákônuwin, Mihkikut wuci wámi. (Say: 
God sufficeth all things above all things, 
and nothing in the heavens or on the 
earth but God sufficeth. Verily, He is in 
Himself the Knower, the Sustainer, the 
Omnipotent.)

We had only a few children attend, but 
those that did visited the Old School 
House on the west end of the Road 
Church property and created rubbings.

We would have been remiss if we did 
not honor our late cousin, Whit Davis. 
President Dave Stanton did us proud by 
preparing a special Powerpoint of pictures 
with cousins and giving a brief synopsis 
in honor of Whit. Velora was able to be 
present with us, which was very special 
indeed.

Continued on page 3
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Road Church

Cousins getting to know each other

Brian Bonner
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Reunion Recap continued from 
page 2

In accordance with our by-laws, 
President Dave Stanton opened 
our annual reunion business 
meeting. Nancy Bivens gave 
both the treasurer’s report and, 
in Gerald Cole’s absence, the 
secretary’s report. The election 
of officers was opened, and Rick 
Stanton was voted president, 
Nancy Ryan re-elected as vice 
president, Donna Amentt elected 
as treasurer and Tom Mennillo 
elected secretary/membership 
chair. It was agreed that the next 
Reunion will be held in 2020.

After lunch, we were treated 
to a tour at the Stanton-Davis 
Homestead.  We also toured 
Pawcatuck Rock, site of Thomas’s 
trading post and first home, and the 
Wequetequock Cemetery, where 
Thomas and Anna are buried. 
Many cousins also ventured over 
to Capt. John’s grave in Elm Grove 
Cemetery to see the newly erected 
stone.

Saturday night we were treated 
to the Mystic Seaport Boat Yard’s 
ambience by the water for our 
dinner and guest speaker, Linda 
Frank. Linda has published her 
findings about Henry and Elizabeth 
Cady Stanton in her new book, 
An Uncommon Union: Henry B. 
Stanton and the Emancipation 
of Elizabeth Cady. She was a 
fantastic speaker and many 
bought her book. She was elated 
to be able to speak to so many Stanton 
relations, too. Not something you get to 
do every day!

Sunday morning, we attended service at 
the Road Church, where the Stantons 
attended in the 1600s. Thomas Stanton 
was a founding member of this fine 
old church and his daughter, Dorothy, 
became the wife of its first pastor, Rev. 
James Noyes. Rev. Ron Lake, who 
has been over the top in assisting us 
in using the church facilities for our 
last two Reunions, was presented with 

an honorary Thomas Stanton Society 
membership. He was quite honored and 
proud.

Our Reunion officially closed, and 
goodbyes and leftover goodies were 
had in the Fellowship Hall. Afterwards, 
those interested toured the Denison 
Homestead (Pequotsepos Manor), 
where this 1717 historic house museum 
was opened just for Stanton cousins. 
It was very generous of the Denison 
Homestead Society to greet us with 
lemonade and cookies.

The Reunion ended for many of us 
who gathered for dinner at Abbots 
for fresh lobster and maritime 
scenery. We had very hot weather 
throughout, but that day it became 
windy and cloudy. We ended 
up inside, but had a great time 
chatting just the same. 

Best of all, we cemented our 
friendships and hope to meet 
together again before the next 
Reunion. The contact sheets 
shared of all attendees are to assist 
in doing so. As you travel about, 
do not forget to check who lives 
nearby so that you may be able to 
connect again.

A special shout-out and huge 
THANK YOU to all our helpers: 
Brian Bonner, who handled all 
our computer presentations; Jess 
Brown and Julie Soto, who hosted 
the Denison Homestead tours for 
us; Susan Hart, who brought her 
mother’s books for sale; Coline 
Jenkins; Joan Jenks; Bill Langdon; 
Elaine Thomas; Dave and Pat 
Stanton, who reached out to the 
Pawcatuck Rock landowners and 
conducted the tours; and many 
folks who jumped in along the way. 

I hope the Reunion proved to be a 
wonderful learning experience for 
many, something different for those 
that had attended before, and most 
of all a great time connecting and 
becoming friends with your fellow 
cousins. It was a lot of work, but 
many helped along the way. 

If you are interested in being on 
the next Reunion Committee, 
please let me know now. Also, we 
are already in the research phase 
of possibly traveling together 
to England. We estimate this 
trip to take place in 2018. If you 
are interested in attending or 
volunteering to help, please send 
me a note at NancyRyan140@
gmail.com. Be on the lookout for 
news in upcoming newsletters. 

All the best, your cuz’n,
Nancy Ryan
Reunion Chairperson and
Vice President,
The Thomas Stanton Society
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Saturday night guest speaker Linda Frank

Lobster dinner at Abbots

Dr. Walter Woodward, state historian

REmINDER: Please send your lineage to Brian Bonner at bonnerbl@gmail.com
if you would like your information added to his Thomas Stanton database.
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NOtE fROm DAvE, PAst PREsIDENt

Like many of us, I had an early mentor to peak my interest in 
family heritage. I was very curious about an old leather-covered 
book which my Dad (Miller b. 1900) had. He pointed out that 
it was really old, written in 1891, and my grandfather’s name 
(Ernest b. 1868) was listed in it. That was fascinating, and 
started my awareness of Thomas Stanton.  

Although Dad was often looking over 
family papers, I never paid much 
attention while growing up to family 
history or genealogy. Yes, we visited 
cemeteries on Memorial Day to 
place flowers. We even attended a 
longstanding Stanton/Moore Reunion 
on Lent Hill (Cohocton, NY), but it 
seemed pretty boring with many old, old 
people I did not know.  My dad seemed 
excited about seeing everyone. [This 
reunion was a large family of Lent Hill 

Stantons emanating from Robert b. 1800 and Susan Moore b. 
1810] The many generations there were mostly farmers in the 
area.

The old 1891 book had stories about Belvior Castle, Staunton 
Tower and such things, so on one occasion after reaching 
adulthood, I was in England on business (1976), and decided 
to try to find some of the places mentioned. My weekend quest 
took me to Belvior Castle for a quick tour, and then to Staunton 
in the Vale very nearby. I wondered, were these places indeed 
connected to our family heritage?? I knew my dad would be 
very interested.  I wanted to explore to report back to him what I 
found.

It stirred my courage to knock on the door of the large stone hall 
[Staunton Hall] at the center of the village. When a young lady 
answered, I explained of my father’s great interest in the family 
history. We had a very pleasant conversation about Staunton 
history and I was delighted to tour 
the Hall and hear the stories.  It was 
satisfying I got to share with him my 
tales of that visit prior to his death in 
1988. It was also delightful to meet the 
Stauntons whose family had resided 
at the Hall for over 900 years. Their 
oldest son, Will, who is now man of 
the manor, was only about 9 years old 
at the time.

Some 20 years later (1998) I 
discovered the existence of a Thomas 
Stanton Society, and learned they 
were holding a reunion in Stonington, 
CT. My father had much earlier taken 
a couple of my other siblings to Stonington, and our family 
albums had photos of Road Church. Again the incentive to seek 
out this reunion was compelling.

The reunion 
was highlighted 
with Whit-led 
tours of the 
homestead, 
a dinner at 
Mohegan Sun 
where Whit 
presented 
artifacts from 
his farm to the tribe, a tour of the Pawcatuck Rock, and a visit to 
Wequetequock (I love saying that word). Bernard Stanton, then 
president, was colorful, interesting and devoted to family history. 
His talks were inspiring. I clearly recall a nighttime campfire and 
hearing stories about the homestead from Whit.

That reunion and the five that have followed it have increased 
my learning about family history and 
allowed us to meet many interesting 
cousins who share a part in the story.

When Bernard’s health began to fail, 
he asked me (through Gerald Cole) to 
consider leading the Society (2008). It 
seemed imperative to agree.

These eight years have been fruitful. 
I have really enjoyed learning more 
about our living Stanton cousins. Our 
cousins have contributed some great 
stories for our newsletter.  Rick told of his dad as gunner on a PT 
Boat in WW2. Don, a professor at MSU, wrote about his father, 
a hero in WW1, who received the Distinguished Service Cross. 
Jim told of his dad, Arland, an American Flying Ace in WW2. 
Karen introduced us to Ione via a letter to her mother. Patty 
and Leslie, told us of four brothers serving in the Civil War. We 
learned so many interesting stories about our cousins’ families.

Our Society has thrived. We have 
grown from around 180 members, 
to almost 300. Over half our people 
are Life members.  Our treasury is 
healthy and we are fiscally strong. We 
continue to make the transition from 
a slow-mail, older style group to one 
with a modern digital presence. We 
may be one of the few family societies 
who are early adopters of social 
media, which has brought us closer as 
family. We are on a strong trajectory to 
become among the best in our class. 
Our new strong leadership team of 
Rick, Nancy, Donna and Tom will lead 
us to that goal.

Continued on page 5

Miller Stanton

Dave, Belvior Castle 1976

Arriving at the Hall, 1976 in red rental car

Bernard



NEW OffICERs

The following are the new officers of the Thomas 
Stanton Society voted in at the recent reunion:

President - Rick Stanton, Hyde Park, NY 
renegades2@me.com

Vice President - Nancy Ryan, Coral Gables, FL 
nancyryan140@gmail.com

Treasurer - Donna Amentt, Fuqua Varina, NC 
damentt@gmail.com

Secretary/Membership chairman - Tom Mennillo, 
Huntersville, NC tmennillo@yahoo.com

THE THOMAS STANTON SOCIETY  Volume 3, Issue 1

  p5

PREsIDENt’s lEttER

Greetings from the newly elected 
president of the Thomas Stanton 
Society! I am honored by the faith 
you have in me and excited about 
all the expressions of support. 

I live in Hyde Park, New York, with 
my wife, the lovely Diane and our 
two little 8-pound dogs, Yogi and 
Maris. My son, John Stanton, lives 
in Boston and is the instrument 
librarian and a voice instructor at 
the New England Conservatory. 
John was recently engaged to be 
married. My daughter, Meredith Calos, 
lives with her husband Andy and my soon to be 1-year-old 
granddaughter Chloe in Myrtle Beach, South Carolina. Meredith 
is a Spanish teacher and Andy a special education teacher. My 
step family consists of four adult children with spouses. I am 
Grandpa Rick to five step grandchildren (ages 4 months to 14 
years), of which three are close by.

I have been retired from IBM as an analytical chemist and 
chemical procurement engineer for about 2 1/2 years. My whole 
IBM career was at the IBM semiconductor facility in East Fishkill, 
New York. My first day at IBM was on Halloween 1977 and my 
first day of retirement was April Fool’s Day 2014. Two important 
holidays in my life :-). One hobby I enjoy is managing two 
fantasy baseball teams. I have also been a season ticket holder 
to the Hudson Valley Renegades short season Class A minor 
league baseball team in the NY-Penn League for over 20 years.

I look at this opportunity as a way to give back to the Thomas 
Stanton Society after having learned (and continuing to learn) 
about our shared past. It is also so much fun getting to know as 
many cousins as possible!

Many thanks to Nancy Ryan and Donna Amentt and a cast 
of many other helpers for such a great reunion! I personally 
enjoyed all the friendship. I finally got to meet Louise Hawley. If 
Louise had not “discovered” me several years ago, I still would 
not know much of my Stanton past beyond my own grandfather. 
In chatting with Mary Lennon, we found out that we were both 
born in the same hospital in Poughkeepsie, New York.

Thank you to the previous officers Gerald Cole and Nancy Cole 
Bivens and Dave Stanton for your service! The Thomas Stanton 
Society would not be where it is today without you. I am thankful 
that Nancy Ryan is staying on as vice president and also looking 
forward to working with Tom Mennillo (secretary/membership) 
and Donna Amentt (treasurer).

I appreciate Tom Mennillo taking on the job of newsletter editor 
and Barb Price as newsletter publisher. It’s all the volunteers 
that make an organization such as ours continue into the future.

Looking forward to the future by sharing our past (of course 
sharing our future as well)!

Rick Stanton, President

Past President’s Letter continued from page 4

I do want to pay a special tribute to 
my wife Pat. She has helped me 
enormously with so many behind 
the scenes tasks related to Society 
business. She worked over every 
newsletter to assure there were no 
spelling, punctuation, or grammatical 
mistakes, and smoothed out the wording 
of many an awkward phrase.  She 
prepared nametags for the 2012 reunion 
and oversaw many details of that 
reunion planning effort. She designed 
the certificate for Life Membership and 

created the frameable certificate that many of you display.  She 
led tours of Pawcatuck Rock in both reunions and researched the 
story to convey.  

Most importantly she has been an ambassador of good will 
for our society, and has connected with many of our far flung 
cousins.  We both have enjoyed our personal interactions 
with cousins and Society members, and hope to continue 
that connection for many more years.  Our best wishes and 
appreciation to Rick and his team for their willingness to serve.

Past President Dave 
and wife Pat

From left to right: Vice President Nancy Ryan,
President Rick Stanton, Treasurer Donna Amentt,

and Secretary / Membership Chairman Tom Mennillo
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‘It All mADE sENsE’: AN INtERvIEW WIth AUthOR RObERt J. stANtON
By Tom Mennillo

As Robert J. Stanton pored over an 
English parish record some months 
ago, “it opened up all of the doors,” 
he says now, to establishing Thomas 
Stanton’s identity — not to mention a new 
birthdate, Sept. 16, 1613, and birthplace, 
Longstowe, Cambridgeshire, England. 

“It all made sense,” was Robert’s 
conclusion. The document proved to his 
satisfaction that our Thomas is descended 
from the Bedfordshire/Cambridgeshire 
branch of a family that for several 
generations lorded over the residents of 
Nottinghamshire, England. 

And the results of his exhaustive research 
before and after the key find are laid out in 
a 566-page book set to be published this 
fall, Trapped in Time: A Genealogy of the 
Stantons.

In a recent phone interview, Robert 
Stanton said the book not only reveals 
Thomas’s lineage. It “introduces us to 
many new ancestors we never knew we 
had” — many of them women from noble 
and royal families — and details “the 
people who aided Thomas to get to and 
survive in America.”

Trapped in Time is the successor to 
a book Robert Stanton published a 
year ago that he acknowledges was 
incomplete because it lacked the key 
thread in a string of evidence that so long 
eluded his and others’ grasp.

The thread, he says, starts with a page 
in Longstowe, England, parish records. 
Listed therein are Thomas Stanton, his 
brother John, sister Kathryn and parents 
William and Margaret. Traced, generation 
by generation, is their line back to John, 
third son of Sir Thomas de Staunton of 
Nottinghamshire.

According to Robert Stanton’s research, 
Sir Thomas drew up a “deed of intayl” that 
willed his Nottinghamshire/Lincolnshire 
estates to his eldest son, Anthony. 
His second son, Thomas, became 
progenitor of Longbridge/Wolverton 
Stantons. Young John’s descendants 

settled in Bedfordshire and 
Cambridgeshire.

Robert Stanton says 
research by him and others 
ruled out our Thomas’s 
descent from the Wolverton 
Stantons. Later he says he 
eliminated the Longbridge 
line as a possibility as 
well. Not until he found the 
Longstowe record was proof 
found of the Bedfordshire/
Cambridgeshire lineage, he 
says.

In subsequent research 
Robert Stanton says he 
learned that Thomas’s 
brother followed in his 
father’s footprints as a 
rector. Literally, it seems. Many times 
John assumed a pulpit just vacated by 
William. 

Both father and elder son also were 
Cambridge University graduates. Not 
so our Thomas, apparently. No records 
can be found of his matriculation to or 
graduation from Cambridge or Oxford. 

Instead, Robert Stanton says, Thomas 
was groomed to serve his Puritan beliefs 
another way through his affiliation with 
Robert Rich, second earl of Warwick. 
Lord Rich sought to develop colonies in 
America where like-minded folks could 
migrate whenever the politic climate in 
England became uncomfortable. 

Thomas, like most men who boarded 
the Bonaventura in 1633, was a young 
Puritan —he gave his age as 20, says 
the author. During 15 months in Virginia, 
says Robert Stanton, Thomas learned 
the fur trade and the Algonquin language 
skills he’d need in daily contact with native 
peoples.

Robert Stanton says we next find 
Thomas in Old Saybrook, Connecticut, a 
settlement strategically sited at the mouth 
of the Connecticut River. Then he appears 
upriver in the sister colony of Hartford at 

its founding by the Rev. Thomas Hooker. 
(Interestingly, Robert says no evidence 
exists that Thomas ever lived in the 
Boston suburb that the Lords and other 
Hooker congregants departed.)

Ultimately, Thomas was appointed 
interpreter general for the region, says 
Robert Stanton. Again, it was Lord Rich’s 
doing as head of the New England 
Council of Colonies. 

We know what happens from there. But 
thanks to Robert Stanton’s 19-year quest, 
we might now know what came before.

hOW tO bUy RObERt 
stANtON’s bOOk
Trapped in Time: A Genealogy of 
Stantons is a private publication 
limited probably to no more than 
100 copies and available only 
from the author. All 566 pages 
of text are acid free and the 
hardcover is of Class-A archival 
binding. The book, which Robert 
Stanton will sign and date, costs 
$72, which includes postage and 
handling charges. Order by email 
at bobjstanton@gmail.com, by 
telephone at 413-213-0266 or by 
mail. Send payment to Robert at 
196 Franklin St., Belchertown, MA 
01007.

Author Robert Stanton discusses his book
Trapped in Time: A Genealogy of Stantons
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thOmAs stANtON’s 
lINEAgE?
According to Robert J. Stanton’s research, 
our great grandfather Stauntons/Stantons of 
Nottinghamshire are listed with their wives 
if known. (An asterisk indicates that a great 
grandmother has noble and royal ancestors.) 
Male names are in chronological order, 
number by order of Robert Stanton’s own great 
grandfathers.
25th GGF: Sir Bryan de Staunton & daughter of 

Theobald Chawser
24th GGF: Theobald Staunton
23rd GGF: Sir Maior de Stauntion & *Dame 

Emma FitzAlan
22nd GGF: Sir Geoffrey de Staunton & Dame 

Beatrice de Muschamp
21st GGF: Sir Maior de Staunton (the second 

Maior) & probably Beatrice, daughter of 
Albini

20th GGF: Sir William de Staunton & Dame 
Atheline de Musters

19th GGF: Sir Geoffrey de Staunton (the 
second Geoffrey) & *Dame Alice de Ros

18th GGF: Sir William de Staunton (the second 
William) & Dame Isabell de Kirketon

17th GGF: Sir William de Staunton (the third 
William) & Joan (maiden name unknown)

16th GGF: Sir Geoffrey de Staunton (the third 
Geoffre6y) & *Dame Joan de Loudham

15th GGF: Sir Ralph de Staunton & Dame 
Constantia Sutton

14th GGF: Sir Thomas de Staunton & Dame 
Margaret Mapurley

13th GGF: Sir Thomas de Staunton (the 
second Thomas) & *Dame Elizabeth de 
Hussey

12th GGF: Sir Thomas de Staunton (the third 
Thomas) & Dame Anne Pourment

Our great grandfather Stantons of Bedfordshire, 
and their wives if known.
11th GGF: John “the Younger” Staunton of 

Nottinghamshire and then Stanton, esquire 
and secular priest (Diocese of Lincoln) of 
Bedfordshire & Jane Jones

10th GGF: Edward Stanton “the Bailiff” of 
Woburn and Lord of Manor of Woburn, 
Bedfordshire, esquire

9th GGF: William Stanton, yeoman and 
esquire, of Eversholt, Bedfordshire

8th GGF: William Stanton of Eversholt, 
Bedfordshire, Rector (of Longstowe, 1605-
1634, and of Knapwell, 1613-1626, both in 
Cambridgeshire; of Borough Green, Kent, 
1631-1634; and of Bourne, Lincolnshire, 
1631-1634) & Margaret, buried Aug. 3, 
1616, parents of John, Kathryn, and Thomas

7th GGF: Thomas Stanton of Cambridgeshire, 
emigrant to America

IN mEmORIAm:
RemembeRing Whit 
By Pat Stanton

With the passing of Whit Davis, whom I always 
thought of as the Ultimate Connecticut Yankee, a 
huge void is left in the Thomas Stanton Society, 
in Stonington, Connecticut, and in the lives of all 
who were privileged to know this one-of-a-kind 
gentleman. He was a colorful, “larger than life” 
person who was bound to make an immediate and 
lasting impact on those who were fortunate enough to cross his path.
I’ll always remember my first visit to the Homestead, with Whit as our personal 
tour guide, several years ago. (Dave had met him on a prior visit and had 
regaled me with stories about this unique man.) I could sense Whit’s love of 
the house and land, and he brought the history of the area to life as he spoke. 
I wasn’t present at the initial TSS reunion, but watched a video of it with Whit in 
his signature top hat, speaking and visiting with his usual verve and charisma.
A storyteller extraordinaire and fount of information, Whit was the dynamic 
centerpiece of subsequent reunions, sharing his remembrances and his 
connections with the Mohegan Indians and descendants of Venture (the slave 
who lifted a more than 400-pound stone) to enhance the gatherings. 
It’s a wonderful thing that so many people have enjoyed Whit’s house tours 
and have been privileged to share in his vivid recounting of long-ago events 
(many from firsthand experience). He was an invaluable resource, a joy to be 
around, and a truly unforgettable fellow.
Stanton cousins are grateful that Whit chose to donate his homestead, built 
by Thomas Stanton in the 17th century, to The Stanton Davis Homestead 
Museum organization, allowing its preservation for future generations.

A tRibute to Amy AndeRson 
By Dave Stanton

We are so sad to share that Joyce and Doug 
Anderson’s beautiful, talented and accomplished 
daughter has lost her battle with cancer.
Amy Anderson was a professor of medicinal chemistry 
and head of the Department of Pharmaceutical 
Sciences in the University of Connecticut School of 
Pharmacy.
Her career was dedicated to the treatment of drug-
resistant pathogens, especially the so-called “superbugs,” such as K. 
pneumoniae and methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus. She and her 
husband, UConn professor Dennis Wright, worked closely together for more 
than a decade with a team of outstanding students to develop a new class of 
experimental antibiotics to treat these infections.
Amy was also a dedicated and effective educator in the classroom and in 
the laboratory. She was an inspiring mentor and an outstanding role model 
for young women in science. Two of her mentees were honored by the 
Connecticut Technology Council as Women of Innovation.
Amy was interested in science from a very young age, and she credited 
her parents for helping to get her first job in science. They introduced her 
to a biochemistry professor who directed a laboratory and provided her first 
exposure to research. While collaborating on antibiotic research at Dartmouth 
College, Amy met the love of her life, Dennis Wright. In 2005, they married and 
moved to Storrs, where they embarked on their teaching careers at UConn 
and became parents of two boys.
Stanton cousins are very proud of Amy’s accomplishments, and we offer our 
deepest condolence and sympathy to Joyce, Doug, Dennis and her other 
family members.
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A REUNION fIRst-tImER’s ImPREssIONs
By Steve Hill

I’ve been a Thomas Stanton Society member since 1999, and 
am a Life Member. I attended the reunion with my wife, Barbara.

The scope of the reunion program was broad. We learned 
about both our Hartford and Stonington family histories, against 
the background of Connecticut colonial history. Nancy Ryan 
and her team (Donna Amentt, Carol Costello, Louise Hawley, 
Brian Bonner, Dave and Pat Stanton, and Rick Stanton) did an 
outstanding job selecting speakers and site visits and running 
the program.

Cousins from 21 states attended the reunion. I mapped the 
zip codes (refer to map) to give a feel for the amount of travel 
many had. People who made the effort were motivated, like 
me, to immerse themselves in Stanton history and compare 
experiences with each other.

Three of my personal interest subjects were touched by this 
reunion: genealogy, family history and archaeology. To me, 
genealogy is researching a family tree and visiting cemeteries. 
History describes, for example, how these people lived, their 
occupations and reasons for migrating in the context of a state’s 
or U.S. history. Archaeology pertains to viewing family artifacts 
and visiting preserved homes or sites where our ancestors lived. 
Reunion 2016 hit on all three areas!

genealogy. I visited the graves of four generations of my 
Stanton ancestors in three cemeteries, and I learned the 
location of the graves of the next two Stanton generations in 
Wayne County, Pennsylvania. 

Robert J. Stanton of Massachusetts presented an overview of 
his multi-year, exhaustive research on Stanton heritage. You can 
avail yourself of it by ordering his book (see box on page 6 of 
this issue). A teaser: Through a woman who married a Stanton, 
some of us are related to two U.S. presidents, a line of British 
royalty and other famous people. 

Additionally, I got connected 
to our link with the Lord family. 
By walking around downtown 
Hartford in the area where 
Thomas Stanton and the Lords 
lived, it was easy to conclude 
Thomas married the “girl next 
door,” Anna Lord. Anna’s 
parents are buried in Hartford’s 
Ancient Burying Ground, which 
abuts the Lords’ 1640s lots.

family history. We learned 
about our family history from Dr. 
Walter Woodward, Connecticut 
state historian and professor 
of history at the University of 
Connecticut, exhibits at the 
Connecticut Historical Society 
and speakers at the Stonington 
portion of the reunion. 

Stephanie Fielding, Mohegan 
Tribe spokesperson, spoke 
about the effect of immigration of 
British citizens to the Mohegans, 
providing a balanced perspective 
on the origins of lethal conflict 
between Native Americans and 
settlers. It was ugly for both sides. 
Professor Woodward described how 
unfounded rumors would spread 
fear through the colonies. Rumors 
kept our ancestors living in fear of 
imminent Native American attacks for two generations.

In the Leonard Cemetery, Barbara found the grave of Sabra 
(Olin) Stanton, second wife of Jason Stanton (#179). (His 
first wife died after giving birth to one child.) Jason is buried 
in Pennsylvania. Following a lead from a cousin, I learned 
on the Web that Sabra died from pneumonia. Jason was in 
the process of working with his older brother Asa to create 
homesteads in Wayne County. He came back from one foray 
in the winter to find Sabra ill with pneumonia. The thought of 
that unfortunate wife and mother dying on a cold December day 
while surrounded by her husband and five children (oldest was 
9, youngest 2) is heartbreaking. Until this reunion, Sabra Olin 
was just a name on my family tree.

Archaeology. Before the reunion, former President Dave 
Stanton put me on the quest to locate two large homes in the 
Preston-Griswold area, not far from the Leonard Cemetery. 
One home had burned down 50 years ago, but the other is still 
standing. Both homes are on former Stanton property and the 
burned home was used by several generations of Stantons.

I found the existing home, built in 1747. The quest for the 
second home had me traipsing in a forest looking for a 
foundation and stone walls.                          continued on page 9

mAP Of AttENDEEs’ hOmEtOWNs

Steve Hill
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First Timer’s Impression continued from page 8

I found a promising site that had hundreds of feet of stone walls 
spread over four acres. There had been a home there, but it is gone. I 
subsequently learned it was not a Stanton home. Nevertheless, exploring 
this centuries-old site was fascinating for a person who has dreamed of 
conducting archaeological work.

Of course, a major reunion highlight was walking through the old Stanton 
homestead and walking on Pawcatuck Rock. We walked in the footsteps of 
our Stanton forbearers and got a feel for their land.

Barbara and I made new friends with many cousins. We appreciated how 
friendly and welcoming everyone was. We are looking forward to the next 
reunion in 2020.

2016 REUNION AttENDEEs’ OCCUPAtIONs AND ANCEstORs
Who’s descended 
from whom? Here’s 
how it shakes out for 
reunion attendees:

thOmAs
Sharon Cadieux
Julie Soto
Meg Sawyer
Pat Taylor
Paul Stanton
Sharon Morgan
Janet Foley
Al Klee
Edwina Neubauer

hANNAh
Meg Sawyer
Paul Stanton
Pat Taylor
Lynn Alperin
Kathryn McGann
Bryan Sieber

mARy
Carol Costello
Jodi Collins
Dean Dechert
Joan Jenks
Lisa Butler
Ashley Butler
Clare Butler
John Butler

JOsEPh
Rozann Stanton 
Sattler
Margie Stanton 
Benevento
Sandra H. Henry
Scott Stanton
Karen Cook

DANIEl
No one present

DOROthy
Sharon Cadieux
Robert Johnson
Catherine Johnson
Sandra H. Henry

RObERt
Sharon Cadieux
Nancy Ryan
Lynn Alexander
Nancy Ann Norman
Betsy Speicher
Jane Stanton Grilley
Meg Sawyer
Paul Stanton
Pat Taylor
Sandra H. Henry
Kim Hill Goddette
Sharon Morgan
Janet Foley
Donna Amentt
Julie Soto

sARAh
Lynn Alexander

sAmUEl
Meg Sawyer
Pat Taylor
Paul Stanton
Christine Wheatley
Sandra H. Henry

JOhN
Carol Brown
Jess Brown
Don Stanton
Dawe Stanton Nock
Stephen Stanton
Rick Stanton
Jackie Stanton

Nancy Bivens
Douglas Fay
Lisa Butler
John Butler
Ashley Butler
Clare Butler
Leslie Smith
Carolyn Dorsey
Margie Zeller
Steve Hill
Judy Mendelsohn
Carol Stanton Leonard
Lennie Leonard
Kathryn McGann
Lynn Alperin
Nancy Ryan
Donna Amentt
Bonnie Stanton Butler
Julie Soto
Lynn Alexander
Mark Fletcher
Genevieve Rudy
Heather Stanton-Rudy
Ronald Stanton
Barbara Price
Phyllis Amburn
Kent Stanton
JoAnn (Fancher) 
Hoffman
Rhonda Konig
Carol Stanton Leonard

Who does what?
Reunion attendees list their professions:

Mother, Wife and Housekeeper
Analytical Chemist/Procurement Engineer
Drug Safety Analyst
Product Development/Collectibles Company
District Manager, VA Dept for Aging & Rehab
Printer and Graphic Designer
National Sales Manager
Supervisor, Child Support Inv
Gardener/Designer
Worker’s Comp Claims Examiner
Assistant Law Librarian
Genealogy Librarian
Psychologist
Speech-Language Pathologist – Public School
School Psychologist
School Counselor
Retired K-1 Teacher
Math Teacher
High School Teacher – French and Spanish
Substitute Teacher
Executive Assistant/Higher Ed Administration
Human Resources Executive
Human Resources Manager
Deputy Mayor
County Commissioner
Independent Consultant/Executive Coaching & Team 
Leadership Development
Presbyterian Pastor
Paralegal
Accounts Payable Clerk/Bank Teller
Certified Public Accountant
Accountant
Special Ed School Assistant/Kindergarten
Business Owner/Printing Company
Sr. Programmer Analyst
Mechanical Engineer
Supply Chain Management
Osteopathic Physician
Professor and Chairperson, Dept of Phys Med & Rehab
Flight Attendant
Patent Attorney
Computer Programmer Supervisor
Engineer
Computer Management and Design

Hartford’s Ancient Burying Ground visit
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gIs AND gENEAlOgy
By Steve Hill
The age of electronic mapping is a boon for cartographers and 
other professions that rely on mapping technology. The term for 
this field is Geographic Information Systems, GIS. 

What is GIS?

The Wiki definition: GIS is an acronym for Geographic 
Information System, an integrated collection of computer 
software and data used to view and manage information about 
geographic places, analyze spatial relationships, and model 
spatial processes. A GIS provides a framework for gathering and 
organizing spatial data and related information so that it can be 
displayed and analyzed.

Many cities, counties and states have GIS web pages for public 
use. Citizens can use these maps to examine zoning areas, 
property lines, flood zones, etc. The Preston, Connecticut, GIS 
map displays rock walls.

On my project to fine tune the estimated size and location of 
Thomas Stanton’s two-acre Hartford, Connecticut, property, I 
went to the city’s GIS web page. Using the map drawing tools, I 
was able to construct a two-acre rectangle in the area a mapping 
analysis indicated was his lot.

Many people use GIS almost daily for vehicle navigation without 
being aware of it. GIS is the engine behind the functionality. 
When a user enters origin and destination addresses, those 
addresses are converted into latitude and longitude. The 
navigation application uses electronic street and highway maps 
to derive a driving route to the destination. 

Underpinning this functionality is a geographic database of the 
latitude and longitude of every address for many countries. A 
major supplier of such a database is Nokia’s subsidiary, HERE. 
The HERE database will be the core of the navigation capability 
of many self-driving cars. HERE is using LiDAR-equipped 
vehicles to map out road and lane dimensions with two-
centimeter accuracy.

How can GIS relate to genealogy? Examples of how GIS can 
help genealogists are:
• Location of gravestones. How many times have you walked 

up and down rows of cemetery headstones looking for 
an ancestor? If you had the latitude and longitude of the 
headstone, you could use Google Maps on a smartphone 
to walk right to it. A good example is Captain John Stanton’s 

grave in the 
Elm Grove 
Cemetery. Elm 
Grove has 13,000 
internments. 
Performing a 
walking search 
for his headstone 
is impractical. 
Instead, enter 
the coordinates 

41.370617,-71.96495 into Google Maps on your smartphone 
and then walk or drive toward the red marker to view 
Captain John’s headstone. Google Maps will display your 
location as a blue dot.

• Location of historical homes, farms and cemeteries that do 
not have conventional street addresses. Like the gravestone 
example, latitude and longitude coordinates provide an 
exact location that is independent of street relocations, 
land subdividing, etc. Before heading out for a genealogy 
venture, research your site objectives using Google Maps 
in satellite view, then record the latitude and longitude 
coordinates of your sites.

• Use terrain functionality to analyze land use or to correlate 
an old paper map to current conditions.

• Street View in Google Maps enables you to view homes or 
sites too far away for travel — whether across the nation or 
in another country.

• Satellite View can be used to locate obscure cemeteries and 
old buildings.

• Findagrave.com describes cemetery locations using GPS 
coordinates.

During the reunion, 
I visited four 
cemeteries and 
took latitude and 
longitude readings 
for several family 
headstones, using 
my smartphone and 
Google Maps. I’ve 
entered this GIS 
location data into my 
Ancestry database. 
A user needs to 
have a Google 
Account and log in 
to use Maps for this 
functionality.

A tutorial on latitude/longitude usage and terminology can be 
found at https://www.maptools.com/tutorials/lat_lon.

Accuracy disclosure:  The GPS (global positioning system) 
hardware in phone and vehicle navigation devices is accurate 
to about one to three meters. This is a function of the 
inadequate GPS antennas. To get location accuracy down to 
the centimeter, one needs devices with superior antennas. But, 
for genealogy purposes, getting a grave location within a few 
meters is livable.

Google Maps tip: You can use the GPS functionality of your 
phone even when out of cell range. The GPS chips work off 
satellites. Prior to your venture, download the Google Maps for 
your areas of exploration. Once in the field, you will be able to 
navigate using these stored maps and the GPS functionality of 
the phone. 

Lord gravestones
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sItINg Of ts’s hARtfORD lOt
modern methods unlock where thomas stanton’s hartford lot was located
By Steve Hill

At Dave Stanton’s request, I launched a 
study to fine tune the location of Thomas 
Stanton’s two-acre lot in Hartford. The 
prevailing theory was it was where the 
old Southern New England Telephone 
building at 55 Trumbull St. is located.

The only evidence we have of its location 
is a map of 1640 Hartford that William 
S. Porter created in 1838 by conducting 
thorough research of old records. I 
started with this map. 

The first task was to overlay the 1640 
map onto a modern map. I discovered 
the old map was quite accurate on the 
street layouts, scale wise. What used 
to be the Little River (which now runs 
beneath Jewell Street) nicely matched 
the S curve of Jewell Street where it 
passes the Lord and Stanton properties. 
I also overlaid the 1640 map with several 
maps from the late 19th and early 20th 
centuries.

The conclusion from this exercise 
indicated the Stanton lot is about 100 
feet north of where we thought it was. 
Thomas located his lot well away and 
uphill from the Little River. In 1640, there 
was an expanse of bare land between 
his lot and the river. Subsequently, a new 
lot about 100 feet wide was created on 
this bare land. 55 Trumbull St. sits on this 
plot.

The map overlay technique indicated 
the Stanton lot had one corner at Pearl 
and Trumbull. It actually included most 
of Pearl Street. Using the interactive 
GIS property map on the Hartford web 
site, I was able to draw a two-acre 
rectangle that is surrounded on four 
sides by streets and an alley. Its southern 
boundary is just above 55 Trumbull St. It 
is tempting to infer the two-acre lot was 
preserved, even as it was subdivided 
over the years and partly shaved to make 

way for Pearl Street.

This study accomplished two goals:
• Establish a more supportable location 

for Thomas’ lot.
• Establish a plausible two-acre lot in 

the new location.

The study is posted in the Files section of 
the TTSS Facebook page. 

Below is a map from Hartford’s GIS 
property web page that defines a two-
acre lot in the area indicated on the 1640 
map.
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